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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the past two decades, with the development and prioritization of sustainable urban regeneration patterns,
new areas have entered the urban planning literature of the world. The rapid urbanization process has had an
impact on the structure of cities, in particular, the housing system of the neighborhood in the center and the
old texture of the city. Meanwhile, perhaps the most important problem is the decline in the collective spirit
and social and cultural status of the old neighborhoods. The “Iran neighborhood” in Tehran and the 12th
municipality district of Tehran has dominant commercial functions and valuable historical and cultural fabric.
Meanwhile, problems such as physical exhaustion, imbalance among different urban utilities, the declining
population of its old residents and the acceptance of a new population, have led to a decline in neighborhood
dynamics and vitality. The conditions and characteristics of the “Iran Avenue” in the heart of Tehran are due
to the centralized relationships and systems throughout the history of contemporary Iranian cities.
Nevertheless, in spite of being located in Tehran's metropolitan area, in the past few decades, the “Iran
neighborhood” has been subjected to declining spatial, economic, social, cultural and environmental values.
Therefore, this research firstly identifies the causes and factors and then analyzes them through
questionnaires. It deals with questions such as how urban regeneration plans influenced the promotion of
socio-cultural status of the “Iran neighborhood” and the challenges and opportunities of urban regeneration
at “Iran neighborhood”. The corresponding hypotheses of the research questions are as follows: a) the
implementation of the urban regeneration plan has promoted the socio-cultural status of the Iran
neighborhood; b) the strategic location of the Iran neighborhood is conservative, in the sense that along with
the weaknesses, there are many future potentials for improvement of neighborhood status.

Materials and Methods

The research method is descriptive and analytical and in terms of purpose it is applied-development. Data
and information are gathered in both field and library methods. In field surveys, questionnaire and
observation has been used. In library studies, all the documents related to the subject matter of the research
have been investigated. The data of the questionnaire were analyzed by SPSS software using T-test with two
pairs of samples. Research indicators have been extracted from two social dimensions (sense of place, social
capital, inclusiveness) and cultural (local identity, memorable experience, pride in place). The focus of this
study is on the physical conditions of the residential and commercial district of Iran neighborhood in the
12th district of Tehran in relation to the cultural, social and economic bases of the families living in it. It
compares the status quo with the ideal state of the model. The study of the causes and trends of degradation
and exhaustion of old texture and important historical and cultural centers in the metropolises of Iran
neighborhood is a necessity for planning and implementation of practical projects.

Citation: Fanni, Z., 2021. Survey effects of the socio-cultural regeneration in sustainability of historic neighborhood (A
research in Iran neighborhood, district 12, Tehran), Res. Earth. Sci: 12(1), (202-221) DOI: 10.52547/ESRJ.12.1.202

* Corresponding author E-mail address: z-fanni@sbu.ac.ir

Copyright: © 2021 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access publication under the terms and conditions of the Creative
By Commons Attribution (CC BY). license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).


https://doi.org/10.52547/ESRJ.12.1.202
mailto:z-fanni@sbu.ac.ir
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Researches in Earth Sciences ~ 12(1) 2021

Researches in Earth Sciences

Journal homepage: https://esrj.sbu.ac.ir

Shahid Beheshti
University

Due to widespread changes in fabric, these urban centers have suffered from functional, socio-economic,
biological and physical disadvantages which have diminished vitality, dynamism, and collective spirit. The
purpose of this research has been to identify and analyze the causes and factors affecting the reduction of
socio-cultural values of historical neighborhoods, the evaluation of the effects of regeneration activities in
the neighborhood and the provision of appropriate solutions for advancement of the social- cultural situation.

Results and Discussion

The socio-cultural status of the Iran neighborhood before the regeneration is above average, but it cannot be
considered quite desirable. The cultural status of the neighborhood has a mean score of 3.81 and its social
status, has a mean score of 3.49. This indicates that the neighborhood has had a high status among residents
prior to the implementation of regeneration projects. But among the following social indicators, the spatial
sense of 4.16 and social capital with an average of 3 have earned the highest and lowest scores respectively.
Respecting the cultural index, the spatial identity with a score of 4.18 is higher than average, indicating
favorable conditions among the underlying cultural indicators. The lowest average is for the honor index to
the place, with an average of 3.55. The contributing factors to the socio-cultural status of the Iran
neighborhood before being regenerated can be analyzed in several issues, including the existence of a
cultural identity deriving from the presence of politicians and prominent political figures; a uniform and
traditional body structure which is a factor for promotion of social indicators, social capital, face-to-face
interactions and communications. In the past, Iran neighborhood's streets largely had cultural-political
functions that increased the pride of the place, the sense of belonging and even the survival of residents to
reside there. The low population and sheltered residence due to the proudness of the neighborhood have been
factors influencing its socio-cultural status.

Conclusion

Findings of the research show that the cultural status of the Iran neighborhood before and after the
regeneration have no significant difference. However in some of the following indicators, there are slight
differences in social and cultural status. According to field studies, regeneration has not been carried out in
all parts of the neighborhood. For this reason, the difference in the implementation of programs, along with
factors such as the lack of participation of citizens and stakeholders, it didn’t have a positive impact. It
reduced social and cultural status in general. The results of previous applied or fundamental researches
indicate the positive impact of regeneration on sustainable neighborhood indicators, but in this research,
contrary to these results, the average of most sub-indices are not consistent with previous studies. The reason
for this was also examined in SWAT model. The results of the SWAT model indicated major challenges,
such as neglecting development actors in the design and implementation process of urban regeneration
projects. The lack of urban regeneration plans, resulted in these programs being implemented in a cross-
sectional and limited manner. A growing trend of demolition and renovating buildings, eliminated the
identity and cultural values of the neighborhood and independent identification of them. These are serious
obstacles to sustainable neighborhood development. Multilateral cooperation between government, private
sector and popular institutions in bringing in investment in regeneration projects can be one of the most
important strategies to highlight the role of civil and private institutions, in addition to allocating appropriate
funding.

Keywords: Regeneration, Tehran City, Socio-cultural identity, Historic neighborhood, Sustainability, Iran
neighborhood.
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