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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Natural hazards have always been a major challenge in achieving development. Humans, as
one of the most important inhabitants of the planet, play a decisive role in its evolution.
Population growth, technological advances, rapid and unplanned urbanization, poor
performance of city managers and planners, insufficient awareness, unplanned urban
development, altered urban environment and physical structure, have made urban dwellers
more vulnerable. This rapid and unplanned growth in addition to social, economic and cultural
problems poses a serious threat to the environment and natural resources. Increasing human
exploitation of nature and natural factors have implications such as increasing pollution, social
and economic problems, changing climate, changing physical conditions of cities and overall
imbalances in population and environmental capacity. In response to this challenge, the concept
of resilience has entered the scientific realm. This concept calls for a quick return to the pre-
crisis conditions. Today, in addition to tectonic hazards, the issue of climate change and its
associated hazards also threaten human societies. Coastal areas are more vulnerable to climate
change due to high environmental sensitivity. These areas face increasing challenges and
shocks and climate risks. In response to climate change, greenhouse gas emission reduction is
often on the agenda, but today, this reduction process alone will not be enough to cope with
the climate changes. The success of climate change mitigation programs depends on actions
taken locally. City administrators who have been interacting for climate change policies should
adopt better policies. In the face of these risks, it is important to know the residents and
municipal authorities.

Materials and Methods

To collect the required data documents and field methods (questionnaire and interview) was
used and data was obtained from two groups of residents of Babolsar and urban authorities
(Municipality, Governorate, Road and Urban Planning Department, Engineering organization,
Electricity Department, Water Department, Agricultural Jihad, Education Department, Red
Crescent, Crisis Management).
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Weather data (from the Meteorological Organization) has also been used. The collected data
were processed by statistical tests in SPSS and Excel software and presented in tables, graphs
and maps.

Results and Discussion

Finally, according to the research findings, it can be stated that in the face of risks, increased
resilience should be considered. Resilience is not only about reinforcing a building but also
understanding the concept and understanding its solutions, prior to the structure. This will
provide grounds for increasing resilience in all dimensions. Babolsar was selected as the study
site in the study, because the city has been experiencing signs of climate change in recent
decades and experienced risks in recent years. The findings of this study confirm the low level
of knowledge of residents and authorities of the coastal city of Babolsar about climate change
and resilience. Most people do not have sufficient knowledge of the ways to cope with the
created conditions or the potential risks posed by climate change and this has reduced the
resilience of local communities.

Conclusion

Awareness, information and education can be considered by authorities as a practical solution.
But the low level of knowledge of urban officials has added to these problems. The lack of
long-term plans and the right understanding and analysis of the risks, the lack of climate change
adaptation and surveillance plans are problems of the Babolsar coastal institutions. In the face
of climate change, public participation is an important factor in managing cities, especially
sensitive areas such as coastal cities. Improving the areas of public participation and opinion
poll planning and formulation is a major guarantee for dealing with the unknowns. Increased
awareness and recognition, self-assessment of local communities, a sense of belonging and
results from the implementation of urban governance policy can be very effective in fragile
coastal environments. In Babolsar, there has been no exchange of information and
communication between local communities and authorities, and this lack of coordination has
made both groups less resilient. All the shortcomings expressed along with the increase in
urban population in coastal cities and climate change has increased the vulnerability of these
areas. Further study of coastal cities and making recommendations to improve the
understanding of local communities and urban authorities about the phenomenon of climate
change is inevitable.
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