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Abstract

The characteristics of coal mines, especially the Shah Tunnel, in the vicinity of Shahid
Beheshti University were evaluated in order to establish mining park and museum aiming
entrepreneurship in Talar watershed. The study is based on descriptive-analytical method.
Oral interviews were conducted with managers and experts for data acquisition from
Central Alborz Coal Company starting 1942 to present time. In addition, the map of the
study area was prepared with remarkable field work and the Shah Tunnel and its
surrounding areas were delineated as a park-museum. In the present study, the main goal
is the land use change of the tunnel and its surrounding areas in order to create geotourism
considering of the mining heritage preservation. In order to change the main channel into
an underground space, it is necessary to extend the cross-sectional area (arc=7.3) to
facilitate walking area for pedestrians and wagon transportation. In addition, at 350
meters from tunnel’s entrance, it is needed to design and excavate underground space (90
m length and 13.8 m arc) to establish a spacious place for exhibitions and stores for selling
the stones, fossils and mining artifacts. Also, about 150m of Farvardin tunnel located the
east of the Shah Tunnel needs to be reconstructed and repaired. Furthermore, fan devices
(CBM6 and CBMD5) and air conditioning tarpaulins are required for ventilation in Shah
Tunnel and Farvardin tunnel. The total length of Farvardin tunnel, Shah tunnel and the
interface between them is calculated 900 m. The area of the outer area of the tunnel,
including natural resources, is 32,000 square meters, which can be divided into four
blocks. in terms of geotourism, the mining museum includes the entrance, Zebh Darreh
river, Shah Tunnel, cultural, museum and accommodation sections.

Keywords: Museum park, Geotourism, Kanijkola, Coal mine.
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