Researches in Earth Sciences ~ 17(1) 2026

Researches in Earth Sciences

Journal homepage: https://esrj.sbu.ac.ir

Shahid Beheshti

University

Research Article
Indo-pacific security strategy: competing for victory (Emphasizing
America's military — economic power)

Bahador Zarei'" @, Jalil Delshadzad®, Zahra Pishghahi Fard*
1-Department of Political Geography, Faculty of Geography, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran

Received: 13 Jun 2025  Accepted: 05 Nov 2025

Extended Abstract

Introduction

In 2007, then-Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe gave it a geopolitical dimension. Japan’s economic
power, China’s progressive economic reforms, the remarkable experiences of newly industrialized
countries, and the economic growth of ASEAN are the most important centers of economic
developments in the North and East Asian region. The structure of relations in this region is being
formed based on the relations between the two great powers, the United States and China, and alongside
them, players such as ASEAN, Japan, South Korea, and India have their own influences on military
issues. But why is this region important to many countries, especially the United States? The importance
of this region lies in the fact that, a significant part of the energy supply lines of the American and
European economies passes through its sea routes. On the other hand, the Indo-Pacific region is a very
important corridor and alternative for the exercise of US military power. Thisarticle attempts to explain
the security strategy of important Indo-Pacific countries, especially the United States, in this region and
to explain the reason for the tendency of important countries in this region towards an arms race.
Materials and Methods

First, we have compared US military capabilities with other major countries in the region. Second, we
have examined how these core values and capabilities have shaped our understanding of the
consolidation of US military power in the world, and in particular in the Indo-Pacific region. Thirdly,
this research shows the relationship between economic power and military power for important
countries in this region, especially the United States. The method of information and data collection is
generally based on the library method.

Results and Discussion

The Indo-Pacific region, based on its political, economic, military and security characteristics, is the
point of intersection of the policies of great powers such as the United States of America and China. In
fact, the structure of competition in this region is being formed based on the relations between these
two powers, and along with it, players such as ASEAN, Japan, South Korea and India have their own
effects on this region. The competition for receiving and purchasing military weapons among the
important countries of the Indo-Pacific region is very high. American arms companies have the highest
sales in the region compared to other geopolitical regions. Among the various reasons for the purchase
of weapons by the countries of the region, we can mention the economic-military growth of the
aforementioned countries, especially China. Some of these countries are trying to reduce their military
differences with other advanced and important economic-military countries of the region by forming
military alliances such as AUKUS or by overtaking each other.
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Conclusion

The United States now accounts for about 41.7 percent of global arms transfers. The role of American
arms companies in the country’s global ranking is very important. American arms manufacturers
produce almost the largest share of arms sales in the world. Increasing economic power is one of the
distinctive features of the countries of the Indo-Pacific region. The Indo-Pacific region is rapidly
entering an arms race. One of the points that has pushed many Asian countries to buy heavy weapons
today is the rapid increase in China’s economic and military power. Countries such as Japan, South
Korea, Taiwan, Singapore, and Australia are among the major arms buyers in the Pacific region that are
buying weapons to counter China. India has become the world's largest arms importer in recent years,
accounting for 14 percent of global arms imports. According to detailed SIPRI statistics, the Indo-
Pacific region spent about $2.400 billion from 2021 to 2024. The United States is not only stabilizing
and consolidating its economy, but also saving money by concluding military contracts (such as
AUKUS) to contain emerging countries in the field of trade and military in the Indo-Pacific region. It
seems that by selling weapons to countries in the region, the United States can maintain its arms market
and American arms companies and the security balance of the region, and to some extent contain China
and maintain its position of power in the region.

Keywords: American arms companies, Arms competition, AUKUS cgreement, Indo-cacific region,
US strategy.
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Table 1: List of landforms

Depression (puddle)
Valley, Watershed, Canyon
(narrow strait or gorge), Ravines,
Large and small caves, Crater of a
volcanic cone

Relatively flat lands Highlands
Plains, Plateaus, Mahour Plateau-
hill (with flat peaks) — hill (whose (Cliffs)
upper surface is smooth and level)

Hills, Ridges, Cliffs
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Table 2: Definitions of Geopolitics Provided by a Number of Thinkers (Theorists) (Hafeznia, 2014)

Geopolitics is the application of the knowledge and techniques of political

Geopolitics is the applied area of the relationship between geographical space and

Theorists Definition
Hartshorne
geography to issues of international relations.
Samuel B.
Cohen politics.
Otuathail

Geopolitics is a form of knowledge and power that is a product of the imperialist

competitions of the 1870s to 1945, from the First and Second World Wars.

Peter Taylor ~ Geopolitics is the study of the geographical distribution of power among the
countries of the world, especially the competition between the great and major

powers.
The Oxford
Dictionary

Geopolitics as the study of how policies are influenced by geographical factors.
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Table 3: Revenue ranking of US military weapons companies (2022-2024)

Rank Company Name Year
1 Lockheed Martin 2022
2023

2024

2 Boeing 2022
2023
2024

3 Northrop Grumman 2022
2023
2024

4 Rhytian 2022
2023
2024

5 General Dynamics 2022
2023
2024

Revenue ($B) Net Profit (Loss) ($B)

65.984 5.880
67.571 5.652
71 5.3
66.608 (5.053)
71.936 (1.8)
66.5 (11.8)
36.602 3.601
39.290 2.056
4 417
67.07 731
70.57 7.93
80.7 6.54
39.407 3.390
42.305 3.327
47.72 4.1
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Table 4: Global military expenditures in the Indo-Pacific region (billion dollars) (2021-2024)

Region Name 2021
East Asia 411
Oceania 35.2
South Asia 95.1
Southeast Asia 43.1
Total 584.4

2022 2023 2024
397 411 433
35.3 35.5 37
98.3 98.2 102
43.1 47.8 54.9
573.7 592.5 626.9
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Fig. 7: Chart of Military Expenditures in the Indo-Pacific Region (Billion Dollars) (2024-2021) Drawing:
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Table 5: The largest military spenders in the world 2023-2024

Country  Rank in 2023 Rank in 2024 Military Expenditure 2023($B) Military Expenditure 024($B)
America 1 1 820.3 997

China 2 2 296 314

Russia 3 3 107 149
Germany 7 4 88.5 88.5

India 4 5 83.6 86.1
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Fig. 9: Share of global military spending in the 15 highest-spending countries in 2024
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